published an important paper on the activation-synthesis theory of dreams, which posits that dreams do not have meanings but are the result of the brain's attempt to make sense of the random firing of neurons. Bob's research interests were also in studying the brainstem and mechanisms in the brainstem that control REM sleep. As a clinically trained and board-certified psychiatrist, he was interested in neuroscience related to schizophrenia, particularly as new technologies made it possible to examine brain physiology and structure in psychiatric populations. This work began in the 1980s with neurophysiology studies of the brain using a form of EEG known as event-related potentials, and with emerging magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) technology to investigate structural abnormalities in patients with schizophrenia. This newer technology, which included the quantitative processing of MR images, was adapted from satellite technology. In 1992 he published a classic paper with Dr Martha Shenton, where they described an important relationship between volume reduction in a brain region involved in thought and language, the left superior temporal gyrus, and a measure of formal thought disorder that reflected disorganized thinking in patients with schizophrenia.
The basic neuroscience division will continue with Drs Robert Strecker, Ritchie Brown, and Radhika Basheer at the helm, focusing on brain control of sleep and wakefulness, while the clinical neuroscience division will continue with Drs Margaret Niznikiewicz and Kevin Spencer at the helm, focusing on schizophrenia and related psychoses, using neurophysiological and neuroimaging techniques. Bob published 4450 peer-reviewed papers and received consistent funding from the NIH and the VA for both sleep research and for schizophrenia research. He also served on NIMH study sections for many years, including as Chair. Additionally, he mentored more than 85 post-doctoral fellows from around the world, many of whom are now professors, department chairs, and heads of hospitals.
Bob inspired others by example. He was passionate about science and his incisive mind sharpened fledgling research ideas. He also saw the glass as half full and thus when a paper or grant was rejected, his attitude was one of-'we will just make it better.' There was no turning back. There was no giving up. The message was clear. Success comes from persisting and not giving up on a good idea, and he worked relentlessly to make sure that every grant and every paper found a home. He also believed in his trainees at times when they did not believe in themselves. Moreover, he believed that anything was possible and so roadblocks did not exist for him, nor did he believe they existed for those around him. This led to trainees accomplishing more than they believed they could. In this way, Bob served as a wonderful role model for being a scientist and for perceiving the world around him. He was, in fact, such a force of nature, and so committed to his life, both at home and at work, that it makes it difficult for those who are left behind. It does not, in fact, seem possible that someone with his vision, his drive, and his energy and passion is not here doing what he has been doing over so many years. He is an example to us all. He lived his life the way he chose. Whether he was talking about seeing Parsifal at the Vienna State Opera, or about Chandelier cells and their role in the brain, or about his newfound interest in discovering that hermit crabs inhabited the beach at his summer home in Westport the first year he was there, or the sound of opera in the background when you talked with him on the phone, he was intensely engaged in what he was exploring at the moment, and eager to share it. And finally, it is important to not forget his graciousness. He was always the Southern gentleman. He was a gracious host at dinners with colleagues and friends around the world, as well as at parties at his home with colleagues, friends, and trainees. His life was full and rich and he did what he loved most. He was passionate about his work and those he worked with, and he was passionate about his family. How rare it is to live as one desires-loving family, work, and friends, not to mention opera, sports cars, and the newest technology in computers! He is survived by his wife of 48 years, Alice, his sons Robert (a psychiatrist in Portland Maine) and Scott (a Software Manager in Newton, MA), and seven grandchildren, Emma (13), Maddie (11), Amelia (10), Callie (8), Harper (3), Ian (7), and, June (5). Bob exemplified a life well lived, and, while he will be sorely missed, he leaves behind him a legacy of many who were profoundly influenced by him. He expected the best from himself and from others, and we are all better for this. 
